WRITING ABOUT LITERARY DEVICES
When you are asked to write about literary devices, you may have to explain how an author has used literary devices in a particular selection. In your response, be sure to identify specific literary device(s), such as simile, metaphor, etc., and provide specific examples from the passage of each device. [NOTE: You may be asked to identify different numbers of devices and provide different numbers of examples, depending on the assignment. Always be careful to note exactly what the assignment requires.]
Topic sentence example: 

In this passage from Abarat, the author has used the literary devices of simile and metaphor.
Other ways to begin your topic sentence:

This selection contains examples of the literary devices of…


The author of this passage has used…


In this selection, the author compares _________ to _________ …


In this passage…


The author of this passage has used several literary devices to make his/her writing more vivid and interesting. One of those devices is…

Sample paragraph for writing about literary devices:


One literary device that is used in this selection is the simile. I found several examples of similes. One is, “The storm came up out of the southwest like a fiend.” Another effective simile is, “The wind…was as foul as the devil’s own breath.” A third example is, “The sail shook like a leaf in a tempest.”  These similes make it very clear that the boat is caught in a terrible and possibly magical storm.

Introductory and transitional words:  


in this passage 


another


the last


for example



a second 


also


one




the third 


for instance


first 




in addition


finally, a final
