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Name ___________________________  Period  ________  
WRITING SKILLS: Persuasive Letter Assignment, formal or friendly style
Instructions: Using the powerfully persuasive words of Christopher Carrion (pp. 198-200) as inspiration, write your own persuasive letter from one character of Abarat to another (or from YOU to a character or the author), seeking to convince that person to take some action at your request. Be careful to use the correct writing style: a love letter would usually be written as a friendly letter, but letters between people (or characters) who do not know each other well should be written in formal / business letter form. Remember, FORMAL means no slang or contractions and requires business letter punctuation. FRIENDLY still must be in proper letter form, but it allows more relaxed style. See your writing manual for more information on letter style.
[Dearest Boa,] *(In the novel, Carrion’s letters have no greeting or closing, so they have been inserted here as examples)

What a time of healing there would be if you would consent to marry me. You who love the Daylight Hours, and I, who love the night. Wouldn’t we be perfect together? For centuries the islands have been at war, sometimes secret hostilities, sometimes open struggle; but always a conflict that ended in a terrible loss of life, and in a stalemate which advanced the cause of neither side.


An end to all of that. An end to war, forever! If you would marry me, we would announce on our wedding day that all enmities between the Islands of Night and Day would henceforth cease; and that the old wounds would be healed away by the example of our love, and a new Age begin: an Age of Everlasting Love. The war-makers would be stripped of their weapons and made to turn their hands to some loving labor. On that day too I would intend to free all my many stitchlings, who have worked to defend Midnight from attack. This would be an act of faith on my part. In doing this, I would be announcing to the world that I would rather die unarmed, and in love, than ever pick up another sword. 


And I would name you, my darling, as my inspiration. You, my sweet Princess, would be the loving soul that the Abarat would thank for your power to quell the anger in the heart of Night.


If you are concerned about my appearance, lady, please be reassured: my grandmother Mater Motley has promised to use her skills in the magical arts to erase the marks that a life of grief and loneliness have left upon me. Should you agree to a union between us--and though you say your soul is not touched by love for me, I yet dare hope I may earn that love--then your Midnight Prince would be made new again, as any lover should be: new in your eyes, new in my own, and new, finally, in the eyes of the world.


I will protect you from any power that threatens you. I will put myself between you and Death itself. Please, lady, be assured: there is no demon in air, earth, or sea that can threaten you.









[Eternally yours,









Christopher]*
I. Step 1: Identify the 5 main points Carrion uses to support his plea to Princess Boa:
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II. Step 2: Choose your characters and topic, then identify the 3-5 main points you will use to support your plea. (Don’t forget to address your reader’s objections or concerns and why he/she should abandon them and go your way.) 
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III-IV. Steps 3-5: Write your rough draft letter on the back of this page; then type your final draft in the appropriate (formal or friendly) letter form. Turn in both THIS page and your final.
